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Guaranteeing Human Rights for Transgender People
—Focus Mainly on the Case of Toilet Restrictions on a Transgender Woman
at Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry—

CHIYOHARA Ryouichi *

Abstract

In July, 2023, Japan's supreme court said it was unlawful to restrict the use of bathrooms at her office
floor by a transgender employee at the ministry of economy, trade and industry.

Although there was the lawsuits about the change of gender status on the family register by a person
with gender identity disorder, it is the first supreme court decision over restricting the bathroom usage
by sexual minorities.

While a sexual minority's sense of entitlement is also being gradually brewed in response to so-called
establishment and enforcement of the law to promote understanding LGBT, the ruling could affect how
companies and government ministries handle similar cases in the future.

In this draft, I positioned the bathroom usage according to gender identity as a problem of the right to
pursue happiness of the article 13th and the equality under the law of the article 14th.

Moreover, in the viewpoint of comparison with this Supreme Court decision, I analyzed also about
restrictions of the bathroom usage having developed into political and a legal issue in the United States of
America.

Keywords
sexual minorities, transgender, gender identity disorder, the case of toilet restrictions on a transgender
woman at Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, gender identity
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